
!ǎ LΩǾŜ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻŦ .ƛǎƘƻǇǎ ό/h.ύ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎŜǊƴ ƻǳǊ ά²ŀȅ CƻǊǿŀǊŘέ ŀǎ ŀ ŘŜƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ 
comes to our different points of views and opinions regarding the role and acceptance 
of people of varying sexual orientations in the life and ministry of the United Methodist 
Church.   
 

The COB received an interim report from the Commission on a Way Forward a few 
weeks ago (see Spire  ƻŦ WŀƴΦ ноΣ Ψму ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻΦ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴύΤ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǊπ
rowed the possible models to two possibilities.  Here is a portion of the Press Release 
made by the COB after that meeting. 
  

Here is a summary of the two sketches in process. Details may change based on the 
work of the Commission at its next meeting.  
¶ ONE CHURCH MODEL:  The One Church Model gives churches the room they need 

to maximize the presence of United Methodist witness in as many places in the 
world as possible. The One Church Model provides a generous unity that gives con-
ferences, churches, and pastors the flexibility to uniquely reach their missional con-
text in relation to human sexuality without changing the connectional nature of 
The United Methodist Church.  

¶ MULTI-BRANCH - ONE CHURCH MODEL:  This model is grounded in a unified core 
that includes shared doctrine and services and one Council of Bishops, while also 
creating different branches that have clearly defined values such as accountability, 
contextualization and justice. The five U.S. jurisdictions would be replaced by three 
connectional conferences, each covering the whole country, based on theology and 
perspective on LGBTQ ministry (i.e. progressive, contextual, traditional branches). 
Annual conferences would decide which connectional conference to affiliate with; 
only local churches who choose a branch other than the one chosen by their annual 
conference would vote.  

  

The Bishops also heard reports on the impact of both models on pension benefits, the 
connection, central conferences and fiscal responsibilities. The Commission on a Way 
Forward will meet in Los Angeles in a few weeks and then give its final report to Council 
of Bishops at the April/May meeting in Chicago.  
  

We will keep you posted regarding the work of our Council of Bishops as the time to 
conclude their work comes to an end in a few months.  The COB must make a decision 
by then.  They will present this decision to the Special General Conference in February, 
2019, which had asked that the Bishops offer our denomination some clear guidance 
on this issue.  This issue will hopefully be resolved, for now, at that General Confer-
ence. 

Grace & Peace,   

Pastor Myrna 

F a i t h  M a t t e r s 

M a r c h  1 3 ,  2 0 1 8 
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A N D  C A N D Y 
 

Easter Sunday is April 1! 

If you would like to drop 

candy off or help stuff 

eggs, please contact the 

office at 510-483-0606 

or office@fumcsl.org 



Please let us know if you know of 
someone who could use our prayers of 
intention, so we can include them on 
our list. You may also ask the Prayer 
Chain group to confidentially pray by 
calling 510-357-0770 or emailing 
prayer@fumcsl.org  
 
Continued prayers of healing for our 
homebound and/or chronically ill, and 
those who are recovering from  
accidents/illnesses, who include:   
Rich Bulman, Charles Dumm, Dorothy 
Feick, Barbara Humphrey, Florence 
Kersting, Priscilla McIntire, Charlotte 
McMahon, Pauline Palmeri, Betty 
Quadros,  Mary Lou Smith, Mae Stag-
naro, Cliff Strem, Darrell Thomas,  and  
Marie Watson.   

¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨ 

 ̈Mary Lou Smith now resides at a 
board and care facility in Union 
City. Her address is 2480 Almaden 
Blvd., Union City, CA 94587 

 ̈Pauline Telfer recently moved. Her 
new address is: 21966 Dolores St., 
#263, Castro Valley, CA 94546 

 ̈Gail and Bob Tanquary, who are fac-
ing some health and life challenges. 
Get Well cards and words of en-
couragement may be sent to: 1531 
Court St., Alameda, CA 94501  

 ̈CƭƻǊŜƴŎŜ YŜǊǎǘƛƴƎΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘǎƻƴΣ /ŀǎŜȅ 
Kersting, has suffered a terrible 
burn at work, spanning across his 
wrist, elbow, and chest. Cards may 
be sent to him at: 504 13th Ave. 
NW, Kasson, MN, 55944. 

 ̈We pray for all of those who are  
struggling with colds and the flu this 
season, giving thanks for the inven-
tion and availability of flu shots. 

 ̈Birthday Blessings to Marie Watson, 
who turns 97 ȅǊǎΦ άȅƻǳƴƎέ today!  
Continued prayers for her as she is 
now home-bound, though full of 
spirit.  Happy Birthday, Marie! 

O u r  P r a y e r s ,  J o y s ,  a n d  T e a r s 

A n n i v e r s a r i e s  &  B i r t h d a y s 

Birthdays: 
Marie Watson Mar. 13 
Elaine Kavasch Mar. 19 
Ben Verano Mar. 20 
Barbara McDavid Mar. 24 
Josiah Zapata Mar. 26 
Cliff Strem Mar. 31 
Silvi Tjiam Mar. 31 
Jeff Pitcher Apr. 3 
Yoshiko Shinoda Apr. 4 
Marcie Avalon Apr. 6 
Denise Price Apr. 14 
Elliot Bernadel-Huey Apr. 17 
Charles Dumm Apr. 17 
Loranne Shoptaw Apr. 21 
Eileen Chen Apr. 24 
Fred Shinoda Apr. 27 
Sharon Meehan Apr. 29 

If you have a birthday 

or anniversary that 

ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǳǎ ǘƻ 

celebrate in The 

Spire, add your name 

to the Birthday and 

Anniversary book 

located in the back of 

the Sanctuary 

P a g e  2  CARING AND SHARING  

El Leonora Verano May 3 
Joel Zapata May 4 
Richard Gibbs May 9 
Akapusi Liku May 10 
Wolfgang (Mosa) Liku May 10 
Pamela Ong-Magtanong May 10 
Richie Magtanong May 11 
Eric Chen May 13 
Jasmine Layla Verano May 14 
Betty Quadros May 16 
Ysabel Zapata May 18 
Myrna Ong May 21 
Glenn Verano May 28 
Judy Bulman May 29 
Anniversaries: 

Joel ̈  Tracy Zapata Apr. 12 

Roger ̈  Linda Doering May 19  

G E N T L E  

R E M I N D E R 
 

If you receive the 

Spire by mail, 

please remember 

to pay $15 per 

year. Thank you!  

(continued) 



C h u r c h  C o n t a c t  I n f o r m a t i o n   

A  n o t e  a b o u t  A l l e r g i e s  f r o m  O n d i n e  Y o u n g 

triggers of flora/fauna; 
anaphylaxis to peanuts/
tree-nuts, and sensitivi-
ties to chocolate/

tropicals/wheat. Holidays 
can be tricky for us so we 
appreciate your patience if 
we need to step away 

 ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ 
awareness and support 
of the Young-Skeen  
Family allergies/asthma 

P a g e  3  OUR SHARED MINISTRY 
 

Red Wagon food collection serves the Davis 
Street Family Resource Center.  You may 
bring in non-perishable food items to share as 
part of the Offertory on any Sunday Morn-
ingτor place items any day of the week in 
the barrel in the Breezeway. 

The Interfaith Homelessness Network (IHN) 
Ƙƻǎǘǎ ά!ǇǊƛƭ {ƘƻǿŜǊǎέ on the 1st, 3rd and 
рǘƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅǎ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ DƛǊƭǎΩ ŀƴŘ 
.ƻȅǎΩ /ƭǳō ƻŦ {ŀƴ [ŜŀƴŘǊƻΦ ¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ŘƻƴŀǘŜ 
clothing and unopened toiletries in the bar-
rels in Breezeway. 

S e r v i c e  M i n i s t r i e s  a n d  A g e n c i e s  w e  S u p p o r t 

Need Help?  

Dial 211, 24 hours a day,  

7 days a week, for FREE 

information about health, 

housing, and social services 

(including food kitchens, etc) 

Or visit www.edenir.org 

Office: 510-483-0606 
 9am-1pm, Mon-Fri 
Pastor: Rev. Myrna Bernadel-Huey 
 pastor@fumcsl.org 
 Note: Fridays are her day off 
Office Manager: Trust Hilton 
 office@fumcsl.org 

Custodian: Nancy Skinner 
 custodian@fumcsl.org 
Prayer Chain (Confidential): Dawne Teske 
 510-357-0770 
 DawneTeske@att.net 
Wedding Coordinator: Judi Pitcher 
 wedding@fumcsl.org 

D i d  Y o u  K n o w  ς ²ŜΩǾŜ DƻƴŜ {ƻƭŀǊ ŀƴŘ ά²Ŝ !ǊŜ {ǘƛƭƭ LƴΗέ 

Since its launch on June 
5, 2017 (following Presi-
ŘŜƴǘ ¢ǊǳƳǇΩǎ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ 
intent to withdraw from 
the Paris Agreement), 
We Are Still In has grown 
to encompass a biparti-
san group of signatories 
in all 50 states.   
We Are Still In is an  
effort coordinated by 
over 21 different  
organizations, including 
The American  

Sustainable Business Coun-
cil, Bloomberg Philanthro-
pies, Climate Mayors, Envi-
ronmental Defense Fund, 
Environmental Entrepre-
neurs, National League of 
Cities, Rocky Mountain 
Institute, Second Nature, 
Sierra Club, We Mean Busi-
ness, and World Wildlife 
Fund (WWF). 
For more information, visit 
wearestillin.com  

Following the installation 
of our rooftop solar  
panels, First UMC San  
Leandro became one of 
the newest signers of 
the We Are Still In  
declaration,  
demonstrating our  
commitment to tackling 
climate change, ensuring 
a clean energy future 
and upholding the Paris 
Agreement.   

from celebration  
ŀǊŜŀǎΗέ  
-Dr. Ondine Young 

N e w  S u n d a y  M o r n i n g  S t u d y :  C h r i s t i a n  H i s t o r y 

debate and conceptions 
of human identity, just 
action, and ultimate 
meaning. It has both 
shaped and responded to 
history.  

How did this happen? How 
did a persecuted sect in  
1st-century Palestine rise 
to command such a  
massive influence on  
human culture,  

Christianity is the largest 
and most global religious 
tradition in history. For 
nearly 2,000 years, it has 
been at or near the  
center of Western moral 

imagination, and spirit?  
Discover the answers to 
these questions and more. 
Sundays, 11am, in the St. 
Francis Room. 

http://wearestillin.com


P a g e  4  

Rev. Phil Lawson of the 
National Council of Eld-
ers and David Wildman, 
the Executive Secretary 
of Middle East, Human 
Rights, and Racial Justice 
for the General Board of 
Global Ministries.  
 
Featured interest groups 
include Comfort Women 
and Korean Unification, 
Disability, Immigration, 
Israel-Palestine, and Phil-
ippine Solidarity.  

The United Methodist 
Church California-Nevada 
Advocacy & Justice Com-
mittee presents com-
memorating 50 years 
ǎƛƴŎŜ wŜǾΦ 5ǊΦ YƛƴƎΩǎ !ǎπ
sassination!  
 
This event features wor-
ship, lunch, and opportu-
nities for connection. Rev. 
Staci Current, our Bay 
District Superintendent, 
will be preaching. Key-
note speakers include 

This event will be on  
Saturday, April 7th from 
10am to 3pm, at Taylor 
Memorial UMC at 1188 
12th St. Oakland.  
Pre-registration is $15, 
which includes lunch, 
and registration begins 
at 9:15am on the morn-
ing of the event. Register 
and learn more: http://
calnev-reg.brtapp.com/
BuildingtheBelovedCom-
munity. No one turned 
away for lack of funds.  

B u i l d i n g  B e l o v e d  C o m m u n i t y  i n  t h e  F a c e  o f  t h e  

3  E v i l s  o f  M i l i t a r i s m ,  R a c i s m ,  a n d  M a t e r i a l i s m 

IN THE UNITED METHODIST CONNECTION 

Florida. 
Many of the teenagers at 

the high school were first 
little ones in her class-
room, explained Kuhns, a 
member of First United 
Methodist Church in 
nearby Coral Springs. 
άL ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 

impart to anyone how 
amazing these kids were. 
They are unshakeable, 
they are passionate, they 
have done their home-
ǿƻǊƪΦέ 
On Feb. 14, those stu-

dents were attending 
school as they would on 
any ordinary day when 
police said 19-year-old 
Nikolas Cruz used an AR-
15-style rifle to kill 17 peo-
ple and wound 14 more. 
The students have 
changed from typical high 
schoolers to advocates for 
societal change, who are 

UMC Supports Teens  
Lobbying Lawmakers 
Survivors of the latest 

school shooting are 
άŦƻǊƳƛŘŀōƭŜέ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
άŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀƎŜƴǘǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ ŀƴ 
elementary teacher who 
accompanied 95 students 
as they faced Florida law-
makers to demand an end 
to the killings. 
ά¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ōȅ 

political rules because 
ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ 
rules. They have data in 
their heads and passion in 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ /ŀǘƘπ
erine Kuhns, a fourth-
grade teacher at Country 
Hills Elementary who 
went on the Feb. 21 trip 
to Tallahassee, the state 
capital. The elementary 
school is just a quarter of 
a mile from Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High 
School in Parkland,  

determined to end 
school shootings.  
Pastors Address  
Brokenness 
Rev. Vance Rains had 

listened for days as peo-
ple tried to speak 
through their tears and 
grief. He heard stories of 
deep pain, loss and de-
ǎǇŀƛǊΦ ά¢ƘŜȅ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ 
ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴΣέ ƘŜ 
said. But now it was Sun-
day morning, and as pas-
tor of First Church of 
Coral Springsτlocated 
about 3 miles from the 
scene of horrorτit was 
his turn to speak. 
άL ŦŜƭǘ L ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ 

honest with the congre-
ƎŀǘƛƻƴΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά¢ƘŜȅ 
all wondered, where is 
God? Why did God let 
ǘƘƛǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΚ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 
get up and sugarcoat any 
of this. I had to be hon-

U M C  R e s p o n s e s  t o  P a r k l a n d  S h o o t i n g 

est about the struggles every-
one was going through. 
The task was the same for 

pastors at churches through-
out that area. They had to give 
equal measures of comfort, 
hope, understanding and 
loveτsometimes to their own 
parishioners, but sometimes 
to strangers.  
You can learn more about the 

responses by teenagers and 
pastors at UMC.org/news 

http://calnev-reg.brtapp.com/BuildingtheBelovedCommunity
http://calnev-reg.brtapp.com/BuildingtheBelovedCommunity
http://calnev-reg.brtapp.com/BuildingtheBelovedCommunity
http://calnev-reg.brtapp.com/BuildingtheBelovedCommunity
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/united-methodist-supports-teens-lobbying-florida-lawmakers?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiT1dSbU5UVTROV00wWXpZMyIsInQiOiI2b3pQQ3FhaVFDYWM3Qjc2NE4yU21WYTVNRXZWQWpFaUN3T2NcLzJMZEFyNEdTbHVYUERKcmVhb3FCYWhwbXRBSFRYRGp5N3h3b05EYzZQdmluZDBxVlw
https://www.flumc.org/newsdetail/parkland-tragedy-l%20eads-pastors-to-address-brokenness-11011067?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWmpFMlpXRXlNemRqTmpSaiIsInQiOiJTUFFjcVl1cUNSWUdTeUxTaVwvNGZjOEpzdHZKR0MrMzk1YkJWY0JmdThkb1V0czM3ZHZNcFZCc1dFTTdlWTBoeUN1M0lKaWlwR29wdmdvamE0S0


Monthly: 

¶ 1st Tues: United Methodist 
Women 

¶ 11:00am, Wesley Room 

¶ 1st Tues: Trustees 

¶ 7:00pm, Wesley Room 

¶ 2nd Tues: Finance Committee 

¶ 6:30pm, Library 

¶ 2nd Thur: Lay Leadership  
Development 

¶ 10:00am, Wesley Room 

¶ 2nd Sun: Staff-Parish Relations 

¶ 12:30pm, St. Francis Room 

¶ 4th Sun: Church Council 

¶ 12:30pm, St. Francis Room 

R e g u l a r  m e e t i n g s  a n d  g a t h e r i n g s  i n  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n 

C o n g r e g a t i o n  C a l e n d a r  a n d  u p c o m i n g  e v e n t s 

¶ Sunday, April 1 
¶ Easter Sunday worship, 9:30am 
¶ We have a visiting brass quartet so 

that we can do a Congregational  
sing-along version of the Handel  
aŜǎǎƛŀƘ άIŀƭƭŜƭǳƧŀƘ /ƘƻǊǳǎέΗ 

¶ Please contact the office if you would 
like to bring candy or stuff eggs! 

¶ The 50-day Season of Easter begins! 
¶ Sunday, April 29 
¶ Service Worship Sunday 

¶ Sunday, March 25 
¶ Palm Sunday worship, 9:30am 
¶ Wednesday, March 28 
¶ No Communion service. Instead, 

Communion will be shared at the 
Maundy Thursday service 

¶ Thursday, March 29 
¶ Maundy Thursday service  

with Communion, 7:00pm 
¶ Friday, March 30 
¶ Good Friday ecumenical service, All 

Saints Episcopal,  911 Dowling Blvd, 
noon 

P a g e  5  EVENTS, GATHERINGS, &  MEETINGS 

Weekly: 
¶ Mondays 

¶ Gentle Exercise class, 10:30am, 
Hale Hall, with  Nancy Skinner 

¶ Wednesdays 
¶ Meditative Communion, 

10:30am, Chapel (except 2nd 
Sundays) 

¶ Book Study and Discussion of 
Amy-Wƛƭƭ [ŜǾƛƴŜΩǎ ά{ƘƻǊǘ {ǘƻǊƛŜǎ  
ōȅ WŜǎǳǎέΣ тΥллǇƳΣ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ .ŜǘƘ 
Sholom 

¶ Thursdays 
¶ Bell Choir, 7:00pm, Lydia Room 
¶ Chancel Choir, 8:00pm, Chapel 

Sunday mornings: 
¶ 8:40am, Adult Choir Warm Up 

¶ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŎƘƻƛǊ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ нƴŘ 
Sunday of the month 

¶ 9:00am, Quiet Time, Sanctuary 
¶ 9:30am, Worship 

¶ Communion on the 2nd Sunday of 
the month 

¶ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ  
worship 

¶ 11:00am, Adult Sunday School 
¶ The History of Christianity: From the 

Disciples to the Dawn of the  
Reformation, St. Francis Room 

¶ Bible Study, Library 
¶ ммΥллŀƳΣ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘƻƛǊΣ {ŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅ 

¶ Except on 2nd Sundays of the month 

Ondine Young, will be with Piedmont 
Choirs on March 24 at 7pm at First Con-
gregational Church Berkeley. More at 
piedmontchoirs.org   

Talia  and Liam Young Skeen will perform 
at the Junior Bach Festival on March 18,  
4pm. You can learn more at  
juniorbach.org. Talia and Liam, along with 

U p c o m i n g  a r t s  e v e n t s  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y 

questions with coffee, tea, and refresh-
ments. This free event is open to seniors, 
families, caregivers, and community 
members.  Learn more at 510-577-3462! 

¢ƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ {ŀƴ [ŜŀƴŘǊƻΩǎ {ŜƴƛƻǊ /ƻƳƳƛǎπ
sion present s Coffee With The Commission 
on Thursday, March 15 at 10am-12pm in 
the Senior Community Center. Commis-
sioners will be there to chat and answer 

/ƻŦŦŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ {ŀƴ [ŜŀƴŘǊƻΩǎ {ŜƴƛƻǊ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ 



First United Methodist Church of San Leandro 
is a Christian Community of love, following Jesus  
with our hearts and our hands. We believe that  
every person is a child of God.   
 

For more information, please visit us online at 
www.fumcsl.org and on Facebook 
 

Contact the Church Office at 510-483-0606 or  
email us at office@fumcsl.org 

 
Hours: Monday-Friday, 9am-1pm 

DATED MATERIAL  

Please Do Not Delay 
Return Service Requested  

March 13, 2018 

The Spire is published on the second and 
fourth Tuesday of each month by the First 
United Methodist Church of San Leandro. 
Articles may be submitted electronically at 
office@fumcsl.org.  
 

All Articles Due by 9:00 am on the  
Monday of Spire Week.  

Sunday Schedule: 

9:30 AM  ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ϧ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

11:00 AM  !Řǳƭǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ϧ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘƻƛǊ 

1600 Bancroft Avenue, San Leandro, Ca 94577  
510-483-0606  �‡  www.fumcsl.org 


